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Fall 2023 Newsletter

It is hard to believe that the 2023 Fall sports season is already in the rearview
mirror. It was truly an incredible season with some tremendous performances by
both individuals and teams. Golf, Cross Country, Soccer, Volleyball and Football
were all noteworthy, with many tightly contested events down the stretch. A tip
of the hat to all coaches and athletes that love their sport and put in the time and
effort to be the best they can be!

| enjoy watching contests in person, but when | am unable, NFHS is the next
best thing. We especially appreciate the games that include sound, the clock and
scoreboard. If your school struggles getting these on, | understand there is an easy
fix. Thanks to all who work hard to make your games available to a very grateful fan
base! Don

MCA Fall Sports COY Ballots emailed to all Active Coaches
Active coaches, your Fall COY ballot link is included with this email. (Associate members
are not eligible to vote). Voting is quick and easy. Your vote is important! Please take a couple
minutes to complete your ballot!

Fall Coaches of the Year
Congratulations to all Fall Coach of the Year Nominees! MCA member
coaches who finish in the top-4 are automatically nominated for COY.
COY Nomination is a great honor!

25 top-4 finishing head coaches were not MCA members by the October 1* deadline
and thus, are not eligible for COY nomination. What a disappointment! For this reason,
we encourage you all to join right away in May, when membership info is first sent out.
Membership deadlines for COY eligibility are September 15" for A and AA Golf, October
1st - Fall sports, February 1st - Winter sports and May 1st - Spring sports. PLEASE
REMIND YOUR FELLOW COACHES so no one misses out on this honor!

Membership
We have 2124 current MCA members, up 120 over last year. Thanks to each

of you who faithfully join each year!

68+ high schools and several colleges pay dues and/or clinic fees for their
coaches. Our multi-member online option allows schools to sign up and pay for several
coaches at once. Thanks to Athletic Directors and Administrators for passing on our
reminders.

Head coaches, please talk to your assistants and lower level coaches about the
benefits of MCA. We find that new coaches are often unaware of the benefits of joining
MCA. You are our ambassadors to your district coaches, so please encourage them
to join. Membership application and benefits are on the website.

Mental Health Resources

Please check out this great resource for Coaches and Administrators, to help them
deal with student-athlete mental health needs. Sharing this information with coaches
will assure that they know where to turn in a time of crisis or even in preparation for a

mental health crisis: MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES



https://montanacoaches.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Mental-Health-Resources.pdf

HALL of FAME - Assistant COY
The MCA HOF and Assistant COY awards
are based on longevity, success, and service.
Please think about coaches that are deserving of
these awards and take the time to nominate them.
There are some long-serving coaches out there
that are worthy of this recognition.

HOPF- Contact Scott King for nomination
form sbking1959@gmail.com - submit by
March 1st.

Assistant COY - Contact Dennis Murphy.
murphyd1213@gmail.com - submit by

May 1st.

Liability Insurance

As an active MCA member, you have
$1,000,000 liability coverage per event (max.
$2,000,000) while actively coaching at a K-12
school. This is one of the biggest benefits of
MCA membership! If you have questions, contact
Loomis and LaPann. Their contact info is on
your membership card and a current copy of this
year’s insurance overview is on the MCA website
(membership tab). Please note that Associate
members are not covered by liability insurance.

All-State - All-Conference - Academic All-state
Certificates

Templates for these certificates are emailed to
ADs and Principals each season (not available on the
website). Please save them and share them with your
appropriate staff. We ask that you carefully guard
and honor MCA integrity and yours, as you print and
present these awards.

57 MCA Clinic

July 31, Aug. 1 & 2, at CMR High

Please mark your calendar & plan to
attend. Thisis an outstanding opportunity
for professional development and
getting charged up and ready for the
new year. Sport Committees will be
working with Don to secure speakers.
Your suggestions for presenters are
always welcome. Let him know asap,
as he will be working on speakers
soon.

Important Deadlines
Membership deadlines for COY nomination:
Fall - Sept 15 (golf) all other sports - Oct. 1;

Winter - Feb. 1; Spring - May 1
MCA Hall of Fame Nomination - March 1st
MCA Assistant COY Nomination - May st

MCA Scholarships - May 1st
Longevity Award Applications - June 15th

2023 MCA Clinic

The 2023 MCA Clinic was well attended by
634 coaches. 67 speakers and 38 vendors combined
to make it one of the finest Clinics ever. It was a
great time of renewing friendships and hearing
from some of the best coaches around.

Presenters were secured and hosted by
a coach in your sport. For the 2024 Clinic we
hope to find speakers that will challenge and help
you. Please let the MCA office know if you have
suggestions. Keep in mind that speaker budgets are
directly related to the number of attendees in each
sport.

How do we convey to younger coaches
the value of attending the Clinic? Your invitation
and encouragement will have the biggest impact.
Please speak to your fellow coaches and your
administration about MCA membership. Encourage
them to attend the MCA Clinic.

Photographer needed for MCA Awards
Ceremony - August 1st in Great Falls

Contact Marian in the MCA office if you are
interested or have a suggestion.

NHSACA Convention in Bismark, ND

The National High School Athletic
Coaches Association (NHSACA) Coaches
Convention will be hosted by the North Dakota
Coaches Association in Bismark, ND from June
22 - 27, 2024. There will be clinic sessions for
nineteen specific sports, college credit courses, as
well as time to network with coaches from across
the country. In addition, there will be a NHSACA
National Coaches Hall of Fame Ceremony and a
NHSACA National Coach of the Year Ceremony
to recognize the best of the best.




MCA Board of Directors

Cindy Farmer stepped down after serving
a 4-year term as your Class A director. Beyond
Cindy’s time on the board, she has faithfully served
at the MCA Clinic for decades. Cindy has a very
full coaching schedule as Hardin’s head Cross
Country and Girls’ Basketball Coach. She also
assists with Track & Field. MCA is grateful for
the sacrifice she made to serve on the MCA Board.
Cindy was awarded the MCA Service Award at the
2023 Awards Ceremony. Jake Jessop, head Cross
Country and Track and Field Coach from Hamilton
was elected in May as your new Class A Director.

In the spring MCA elect a new AA Class
Director. We are looking for active coaches in
the AA ranks to be considered for nomination to
go on the spring ballot. If you might be willing
to serve this great organization for a 4-year term,
please call or email Don Olsen in the MCA Office.

Longevity Awards

If you have coached for 15 years or more in
Montana, and have been an active MCA member,
you are eligible for MCA Longevity Awards. If
you want the award, you MUST APPLY! (It is
not awarded based on your membership application).
MCA awards Longevity plaques at 5-year
intervals and presents them at the MCA Coaches
Clinic August Ist. The Longevity application

deadline is June 15th. https://montanacoaches.
powermediallc.org/longevity-form/
Ralph Halverson Scholarship

2023 donations to Ralph’s Scholarship
Fund total $3142. The MCA Board, the Halverson
Family and Mark Reed, founder of the scholarship
all say, “Thank You!” to 110 thoughtful donors.
Mark’s dream was to see the scholarship sustained
by donations, with an excess to carry it for many
years. We are pleased to see that happening. Two
$1300 scholarships are awarded to graduating
seniors each year. The fund stands at $23,000 with
most of that invested and earning interest to help
grow the fund. Thank you, Mark Reed, for your
dream and generous annual donations that have
made this scholarship a reality. Donations are tax
deductible, and there is still time to donate for a
2023 deduction.

2023 MCA Scholarships Awarded

MCA Scholarships ($750 each):
Annika Lunde - Wibaux
Ada Bieler - Choteau
Tate O’Neill - Great Falls High
Shad Boyce -Winifred

Frontier Conference Scholarships ($1000 each)

Thank you, Frontier Conference!
Bentley Bertolino - Roberts
Allie Eaves - Power

Ralph Halverson Scholarships ($1300 each):
Alex Thornton - Great Falls CMR
Bryson Bahnmiller - Highwood

2024 MCA Scholarship application opens
January 1st on the MCA website (athletic tab).
Application Deadline is May 1st at 5:00 PM

In Memoriam
MCA gratefully remembers Greg Ellison (55),
Rocky Boy track coach; Bruce Robertson (67), long
time Laurel basketball coach and Colin Snodgrass
(33), Missoula Sentinel JV Soccer coach. We extend
our sympathy to all who knew and loved these dedi-
cated coaches.

Please contact the MCA office if an MCA
member or contributor to Montana athletics passes
away. We hope to honor them “In Memoriam” each
summer at our annual Awards Ceremony.

MCA Coach of the Year Rings

Each first-time “Coach of the Year”
receives a beautiful COY ring, compliments of
MCA. Repeat winners may order a second ring
at their own expense. J Lewis Small is our ring
vendor. COY Rings and Plaques will be awarded
on Thursday, August 1st at the MCA Awards
Ceremony in conjunction with the MCA Coaches
Clinic.

MCA Hall of Fame is on the MCA Website

Check out the digital MCA Hall of Fame
at www.montanacoaches.com. A google search
for any MCA HOF member should take you to
our site. HOF members please let us know right
away if you find errors on your page. The
information on each page is taken from the original
HOF application. We will do a one-time update
for each member after you retire from coaching.
Please email all corrections and/or end-of-career
updates to the MCA office: donomca@3rivers.net
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Tbank you ta the 2023 ME 4 Clinie Sponsons

VENDORS
Adrenaline Fundraising KLL Inc.
Rob Tesch, Kamee Love, (406) 594-2151, rob@adrenalinefundraising.com
Baden Sports
Brandon Williams (425) 757-3247, bwilliams@badensports.com
Benefis Results Sports and Fitness Training
Katie Wilson, (406) 731-8964, Wilskatj@benefis.org
Best Western Plus Grant Creek Inn
Larisa Yarmolich, (406) 529-8960, larisa@bestwesternmissoula.com
Billings Hotel and Convention Center
Elise Vopel, Ryan Whiteaker, (406)867- 8193, j.muri@billingshotelmt.com
BSN Sports
Tim Walker, Jace Schillinger (406) 880-3363, twalker@bsnsports.com
Comfort Inn University (Missoula)
Alicia Olson, (406) 549-7600, alicia@missoulacomfort.com
Digital Scoreboards LLC
Mike Warmanen, (503) 887-8498, mike@digitalscoreboards.net
Discover Kalispell
Dawn Jackson, (406) 758-2820, dawn@discoverkalispell.com
DoubleTree by Hilton Missoula-Edgewater
Jennifer Bann, (406) 728-3100, Jennifer.Bann@missoulaedgewater.com
Erck Hotels
Tim Giesler, Cathy Cullen-Kuhr (406) 239-5569, tim.giesler@erckhotels.com
Field Turf
Jared Petrino, Jed Easterbrook, (406) 850-5155, jpetrino@rennersports.com
Game One/Universal Athletic
Eric Hanson, Brian Pepper, (406)529-8609, eric.hanson@game-one.com
Grand Canyon University
Kristi Bailey, Cindy Vardon, (406) 591-6807, chloe.janick@gce.com
Intrepid Sportswear
Rob Grabow, Lillian Isabella, (509) 499-2679, rob @intrepidsportwear.com
Klimas Financial Services, Inc.
Charlie Klimas, (406) 265-9000, cklimas@gwnsecurities.com
Korney Board Aids
Craig Reed, Herb Hofer, (903) 227-2551, craig@kbacoach.com
Lambert Hotels
Chantelle McDuffie, (406) 410-0620, e- mail: chantelle@lamberthotels.com
Marty Gilman Inc
Tim McCarty, (580 )272-7821, e-mail: coachmccartygear@gmail.com,
Montana Beef Council
Anna Sponheim, (406) 380-0509, chaley@montanabeefcouncil.org
Montana Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Bob Veroulis, Rory Christiaens, (706) 835-6993, bveroulis@fca.org
Montana Institute of Sport
JD Stephenson, Malon Al-Jiboori, (314) 954-7194,
jstephenson@montanainstituteofsport.org
Montana Mini Trucks
Aeric Reilly, (406) 570-5853, mtminitrucks@gmail.com
Montana Peak Performance Inc
Dan Densin, (406) 794-2048, ddesin@mtpeakperformance.com
Montana Pro Football Hall of Fame
Rick Halmes, (406)208-8142, rmhalmes@hotmail.com
Montana Youth Sports Safety Institute
Valarie Moody, Dustin Burton, (406) 493-4651, Valerie.moody@umontana.edu
On the Track & Field Inc
Dan West, Chris West, (541) 543-5007, dwest@ontrackandfield.com
Red Rock Sporting Goods
Cliff Schantz & Marilyn Schantz, (800)367-5560, diff@redrocksportinggoods.com
Sanderson Stewart
Kari Andren, Erik Sweet, (406) 656-5255, esweet@sandersonstewart.com
Shriners Children’s Spokane
Justin Botejue, (509) 744-1222, jhotejue@shrinenet.org,
Southern Arkansas University
Steve Dingman, Kathleen Dingman, (870) 299-0427, sddingman@saumag.edu
Success ‘N’ Fundraising
Adam Sinnema, Kathy Sinnema, (406) 589-5384, montanabraid@successnfr.com,

Town Pump Hotel Group
Joan Kronebusch, Cheri Herst, (406) 497-6921,

joank@townpump.com
Varsity Spirit Brian Denton, Kevin Clanton, (505) 250-8194,

bdenton@varsity.com
Vertical Raise Brian Dreves, Peter Hamill, Paul Croghan,

(509) 710-5882 briand@verticalraise.com

We are also grateful to the following firms
and individuals for assistance

Red Rock Sporting Goods (Staff shirts & Clinic Bags)

Game One/Universal Athletic (Staff Shirts, T-Shirt
Printing & Horse Race Hosts)

BSN Sports (sponsored Wednesday Lunch and big-
name Wrestling Speaker)

Lori O’Dell (Hospitality & Wed. & Thurs lunch)
Kelsey Johns (door prize chairman)

M Jenkins Photography (Photos)

Town Pump Hotel Group (Hospitality Snacks)

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

Eagle Falls Golf Course

CMR High Administration, Custodial &
Secretarial Staff

Great Falls School District #1
Meadowlark Country Club

DOOR PRIZE DONORS (non-exhibitors)
406 WELLNESS, (406)315-3146
AMIGO LOUNGE, (406)772-1195
AMY’s MORNING PERK, (406)727-1162
BIG HORN OUTDOOR SPECIALISTS, (406)453-2841
BORRIES, (406)761-0300
DAY’S INN, (406)727-6565
FAST CAR WASH, (406)727-8220
FUDDRUCKERS, (406)727-6988
HALFTIME SPORTS BAR, (406)727-8053
HEIDELBERG, (406)761-9569
HOWARD’S PIZZA, (406)454-1325
KEITH’S COUNTRY STORE, (406)727-7114
MACKENZIE RIVER, (406)761-0085
PORKY D’S SOUP to GO, (406)899-3204
SCHEELS, (406)453-7666
TACO TREAT, (406)727-7582
WALMART, (406)761-5426
WHEAT MONTANA, (406)771-7456

HOSPITALITY DONATIONS BY
Pepsi-Cola of Great Falls 406-205-1748
Himco, Inc. (4 McDonald’s in Great Falls) 761-0624
Meadow Gold Dairy 453-4336
Town Pump Hotel Group 565-0489
Wendy’s 252-5125
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