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MCA Fall Sports COY Ballots emailed to all Active Coaches
Fall COY ballots will be emailed on 12/2 to all active members (Associate members are not eligible to vote).

Voting is quick and easy, so if you haven’t voted and are eligible, please vote today at:  
http://montanacoaches.powermediallc.org/fall-coach-of-the-year/

Congratulations to all Fall COY nominees!

The March winter ballot and newsletter will be sent by email only, so if you didn’t receive this news-
letter via e-mail, please send a correct email address to donomca@3rivers.net. Please also be sure 

to send us any updates to your mailing address or phone number.

COY Status & Membership Deadlines
20 top-four finishing head coaches were not members by the October 1st deadline and thus, are not eligible 

for COY nomination.  This is a great reason to join right away in May when membership info comes out, so you 
don’t forget. Please help by reminding your fellow-coaches to join before the cut-off date for each season:  

September 15th for A and AA Golf,  October 1st for Fall sports, 
February 1st for all Winter sports and May 1st for all Spring sports. 

All-State - All-Conference - Academic All-state Certificates
Templates for these certificates are emailed to ADs and Principals each season (not available on the website).  

Please save them and share with your appropriate staff. Contact Shirley Chesterfield-Stanton with questions or 
suggestions – MCAaward@gmail.com .  We ask that you carefully guard and honor MCA 
integrity and yours, as you print and present these awards.

Membership
MCA membership stands at 2054, up 91 from last year at this point. We also have 185 MOA associate mem-

bers.  AD’s and Administrators have been a great help, passing on our emails and promoting MCA membership.  
Coaches have been doing more promotion within their sport.  Thank you!  	  

We sincerely appreciate the 65+ schools who pay dues and/or clinic fees for their coaches.  Our multi-
member online option allows schools to sign up and pay for several coaches at once.

Head coaches, please talk to your assistants and lower level coaches about the benefits of MCA. We find that 
new coaches are often unaware of the benefits of joining MCA.  You are our ambassadors to your district 
coaches, so please encourage them to join. Membership application and benefits are on the website.

Survey
My name is David Woods. I am a doctoral candidate, at the University of North Dakota, conducting a 
study with Montana Coaches on their Perceptions of Including Transgender Athletes in High 
School Interscholastic Sports and the Perceived Effects on Team Chemistry for my disserta-
tion. I am requesting your participation in this study. Provided below is a link to the survey, which will 
remain active for two weeks. If you have any questions, please contact me, David Woods at (d.woods2@

me.com), or either of these at UND: sherryl.houdek@und.edu or gail.ingwalson@und.edu
Thank you for your participation!  

https://und.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cLMOvWPm7K02TEF
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MCA Hall of Fame is on the Website
The MCA Hall of Fame is now on the MCA website!  We 

are pleased to have this available to each of you, as well as the 
whole internet community.  An online search for an MCA HOF 
member will take you to our site.  Please go to the website  www.
montanacoaches.com and check it out.  HOF members are asked 
to let us know right away if you find errors on your page.

The information on each page is taken from the original HOF 
application.  We will do a one-time update for each member after 
they are retired from coaching.  Send all corrections and/or end-
of-career updates to Shirley Chesterfield-Stanton at MCAward@
gmail.com   Thanks to all who have spent many hours making 
this happen:  Shirley Chesterfield-Stanton, Elizabeth Campbell, 
Nancy Walters, Betty Merrifield, Marian Olsen and Ryan Wakefield.

	 MSU will display the MCA HOF in the Brick Breeden 
Fieldhouse, hopefully this spring.

Liability Insurance
As an MCA member, you have $1,000,000 liability coverage 

while teaching and coaching.  This is one of the biggest benefits 
of MCA membership!  If you have questions, contact Loomis and 
LaPann. Their contact info is on your membership card and a cur-
rent copy of this year’s insurance overview is on the MCA website 
(membership tab).

In Memoriam
Please notify us if an MCA member or long-time contributor 

to Montana athletics passes away. We honor their memory at our 
annual Awards Ceremony.  At the 2019 ceremony, we gratefully 
remembered Terry Bakken, Brian Eekhoff, Leo Kennerly Jr, Mike 
O’Connor, Bob Petrino Sr, Terry Quintus, Henry “Hank” Praast.  

MCA Coach of the Year Rings
 Each first-time “Coach of the Year”, receives a beautiful MCA 

ring. Repeat winners may order a second ring at your own expense. 
Rings and COY Plaques will be awarded on Thursday, July 30th at the 
MCA Awards Ceremony in conjunction with the MCA Coaches Clinic.

Hall of Fame, Assistant Coach of the Year
The MCA HOF and Assistant COY awards are based on lon-

gevity, success and service. Please think about folks that are 
deserving of these awards and take the time to nominate 
them.  There are some long-serving coaches out there 
that are worthy of this recognition.

HOF- Contact Scott King - nomination deadline is March 1st
Assistant COY - Contact Shirley Chesterfield-Stanton - nomi-

nation deadline is May 1st

Longevity Awards
Coaches who have coached for 15 years or more in Montana, 

are eligible for MCA Longevity Awards.  You must apply on the MCA 
website if you want the award. It is not awarded based on your 
membership application.  Certificates are given for 15 and 20 years. 
These certificates may be upgraded to plaques for $15.  Plaques 
are awarded by MCA at 5-year intervals beginning at 25 years. 
Longevity application is now open. Deadline to apply is June 15th. 
http://montanacoaches.powermediallc.org/longevity-form/

2019 MCA Clinic Reflections
	 The 52nd MCA Clinic was an outstanding opportunity, 

not only to touch base with fellow coaches but also to tap into the 
knowledge and expertise of state and national speakers.

	 Dr. Spencer Wood, back for the second time, once again 
provided some valuable insights in helping athletes be the best they 
can be.  Olympic Gold Medalist, Kenny Harrison, gave outstanding 
presentations on the horizontal jumps.  Jim Boone provided in-
sights on the defensive end of the hardcourt.  Tony Holler’s unique 
approach to training and conditioning caused many T&F and FB 
coaches to re-think their training regimen.  Mark Branch provided 
some great info to Wrestling coaches and Terri Neujaher talked VB 
practice, game strategies and culture. 

	 A total of 65 speakers presented great information to 738 
Clinic attendees. Thanks to all who presented, attended and helped 
to make this another great event!

53rd MCA Clinic July 29, 30 & 31 
at CMR High

Please mark your calendar & plan to attend.   
This is an outstanding opportunity for  

professional development.   Don is working on 
speakers and welcomes your suggestions  

for presenters in all sports. 

Ralph Halverson Scholarship
2019 Ralph Halverson Scholarship donations, gener-

ously given by 101 people, stands at $2180, to-date. While there 
were a few larger donations, most were somewhere between $5 
and $50.  These generous gifts add up and assure that Ralph’s 
Scholarship will continue for many years.  What a wonderful tribute 
to Ralph and his family. Because of your kind gifts and Mark Reed’s 
generous matching donations the past few years, we were able to 
increase Ralph’s scholarship to $1300 in 2018, in recognition of 
Ralph’s 13’ pole vault.

2019 MCA Scholarships Awarded
Ralph Halverson Scholarships:

 Megan Molyneaux - Chinook 
Ryder Meyer - Fairfield

	 MCA Scholarships:
Whitney Durocher - Choteau 

Kamryn Scully - Powell County
John Waddell - Park 

Sophia Doyle - Hamilton

Frontier Conference Scholarships:  
(Thank you, Frontier Conference!)

Jessica Maruska - Power
Tucker Greenwell - CMR

The 2019 Scholarship application opens 1/1/19 on the 
MCA website (athletic tab). Deadline is May 1st.    
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Thank you to the MCA Clinic Donors
2019 CLINIC EXHIBITORS
Most of whom donated exhibit and/or Door Prizes
Airport Wingate > (406)541-8000, sales@wingatemissoula.com

Baden Sports > (253)883-5132, angelag@badensports.com  

Balfour Big Sky > (406)853-6706, Balfour@rangeweb.net

Benefis RESULTS > (406)788-2250, dangroux@benefis.org 

B-Fit > (406)696-7335, chipcrees@gmail.com	
Billings Hotel and Convention Center > (406)867-8193,  

j.muri@billingshotelmt.com 

Brent’s Uniform Factory > (210)889-2341, bhekekia@yahoo.com

BSN Sports > (208)790-6616, twalker@bsnsports.com

Crown Photography > (406)752-6116, www.mtcrownphoto.com  

Daktronics > (605) 692-0200, McKenna.Mathiesen@daktronics.com  

Dr. Dish Basketball > (952)446-7568, jasonk@airborneathletics.com

GBC Fundraising > (513)400-8892, kmenchen@gordonbernard.com

Gilman Gear > (860)243-0398, neil@gilmangear.com

Great Falls Montana Tourism > (406)836-1118,  
Kristin@VisitGreatFalls.org

Hilton Garden Inn/ Kalispell Conference Center > (406)758-2579, 
Emily.Schroeder@Hilton.com

Klimas Financial Services > (406) 265-9000,  
cklimas@gwnsecurities.com

Korney Board Aids, Inc. > (903) 346-3269, craig@kbacoach.com 

Lambert Hotels > (406)410-0620, Chantelle@lamberthotels.com 

Management Consultants > (406) 494-0345, sales@butteplazainn.com  

Montana Fellowship of Christian Athletes > (760) 835-6993,  
bveroulis@fca.org & rchristiaens@fca.org 

MT. Department of Public Health & Human Services >  
(406)443-2135, Cassidy.Walter@mt.gov 

Mueller Sports Medicine > (608) 643-8530,  
Dawn.kruse@muellersportsmed.com

New Look Custom Socks > (706)570-8084,  
dougnorrisnewlook@hotmail.com

On Track and Field, Inc. > (800) 697-2999, ron@ontrackandfield.com & 
dwest@ontrackandfield.com

Red Rock Sporting Goods > (406)853-5462,  
cliff@redrocksportinggoods.com

Riversage Properties > (406)453-6000, tgfimanager@riversageinns.com  

Rogers Athletic Company > (800)438-4499,  
kmeadowcroft@rogersgrp.com 

RU-Fit Montana > (406)431-3940, chpaske@gmail.com  

Sherwin Williams > (406)690-0392, jeff.k.burt@sherwin.com

Sideline Interactive > (832)420-8546, dc@sidelineinteractive.com

Success N Fundraising, LLC > (406)282-7441,  
montanabraid@successnfr.com	

The Track Doctor > (208)850-0990, ryan@thetrackdr.com 

Town Pump Hotel Group > (406) 565-0489, JoanK@townpump.com

Under Armour > (208) 518-7600, jan.anderson@underarmour.com  

Universal Athletic > (406) 600-2745, bpepper@universalathletic.com

Varsity Spirit/UCA/NCA > (505) 899-4936, bdenton@varsity.com

We are also grateful to the following firms 
and individuals for assistance

Crown Sports Photography (Award pictures)
GTM Sportswear (Golf prizes)
Red Rock Sporting Goods  

(Staff shirts & Clinic Bags)
Roger Hatler & Tom Storm (Speaker fishing trips)
Town Pump Hotel Group (Hospitality Snacks)
Universal Athletic  

(Staff Shirts, Clinic t-Shirts & Horse Race Hosts)

2019 FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT
Eagle Falls Golf Course 
CMR High School Administration &  

Custodial & Secretarial Staff 
Great Falls School District #1
Great Falls Park and Rec. Department
Meadowlark Country Club
2019 DOOR PRIZE DONORS  (non-exhibitors)
Amigo Lounge, (406)772-1195
Beef O’Brady’s, (406)727-3077
Big Horn Outdoor Specialists, (406)453-2841
Big Mouth BBQ, (406)952-0872
Borries, (406)761-0300
Day’s Inn, (406)727-6565
Great Falls Bobcat Fan, (406)788-1946
Halftime Sports Bar, (406)727-8053
Jeremiah Johnson Brewing Co, (406)788-2397
Keith’s Country Store, (406)727-7114
Mackenzie River, (406)761-0085
Master Sports, (406)265-4712
Peak Health & Wellness, (406)727-7325
Scheels, (406)453-7666
Staybridge Suites, (406)761-4903
Taco Treat, (406)727-7582
Walmart, (406)761-5426
Wheat Montana, (406)771-7456
Wyngate Inn, (406)454-3000

2019 HOSPITALITY DONATIONS BY
Coca Cola Bottling Company 761-3794

Flamingo Lounge 727-4474

Frontier Conference Schools Athletic Dept. 782-6841  

Golden Corral 406-453-3000

Himco, Inc. (4 McDonald’s in Great Falls) 761-0624

Meadow Gold Dairy 453-4336 

Town Pump Hotel Group 565-0489

Wendy’s 252-5125
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NHSACA Convention in Lincoln, Nebraska
The 2020 NHSACA (National High School Athletic Coaches 

Association) Annual Convention will be in Lincoln, Nebraska 
on July 20-23rd,  hosted by the Nebraska Coaches Association. 17 
Montana coaches have been nominated for National honors. Final-
ists will be selected in January and winners announced at the July 
Convention. During the National Convention, there are sport specific 
seminars and leadership classes available for 5 graduate credits at 
a very reasonable price.  Check out their website: hscoaches.org
      At the 2019 Convention, Montana was well represented 
by 11 COY finalists.  Sue Loeffler, of  Bigfork, was named 
the NHSACA Girls’ T&F Coach of the Year, Rod Tweet, 
from Geraldine, received NHSACA’s FB COY honors and 
Robin Smith of Bridger was named the NHSACA Girls’ 
Assistant COY.  Ron Jones, of Missoula, was inducted 
in to the NHSACA Hall of Fame.  Again, we congratulate 
these 4 outstanding individuals!
Athletes are not Immune to Suicidal Thoughts

	 We encourage you to read the following letter from Brett 
Marciel, founder of the Jason Foundation. This organization is 
dedicated to providing support and tools to help us spot suicidal 
warnings and learn what we can do.	
https://montanacoaches.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/
Athletes-Are-Not-Immune-to-Suicidal-Thoughts.pdf

Class C Director
The Class C Director position is up for election in May.   If 

you are an MCA member, an active coach in the Class C ranks, and 
would be interested in serving on the MCA Board of Directors for a 
4-year term, please email Don at donomca@3rivers.net.  This is a 
volunteer position which involves a fall and winter meeting in Great 
Falls plus 4 days helping put on the MCA Clinic and other duties as 
needed.  In March, the board will nominate 3 to go on the ballot 
along with Kim Sorkness-DeCock, who has been an outstanding 
5-year Class C Director.

College Game Attendance
Your MCA membership allows free admittance (for members 

only) to regular season high school and most regular season college 
athletic events (except Cat-Griz, sell-outs and post season play).  For 
Griz or Cat college games, please contact the ticket office prior to 
game day to be put on a list. Carroll asks that you go to the pass 
gate on game day to pick up a ticket. Be sure to take your ID and 
MCA card!  Other colleges accept your MCA card as a pass.  Thank 
you, Montana Colleges, for this huge opportunity!
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